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The Power of Giving, The Strength of Community
Dear Friends and Supporters of the Roscommon County Community Foundation,

As we reflect on 2025, we are filled with gratitude and awe for what can happen when a community
comes together with compassion and purpose. This past year was defined by lives touched,
opportunities created, and hope renewed across our county.

Every gift entrusted to the Roscommon County Community Foundation represents something deeply
personal: a belief in neighbors helping neighbors, a commitment to the next generation, and a love for
the place we call home.

In 2025, we witnessed extraordinary moments of impact. Grants supported local initiatives that
improved quality of life, strengthened essential services, and created spaces where community can
flourish. Scholarships empowered young leaders to pursue education and to consider returning their
talents to the communities that raised them. New partnerships and initiatives reflected a shared vision: 
that Roscommon County deserves opportunity, resilience, and hope for generations to come.

What makes this work truly special is that it belongs to all of us.

The Roscommon County Community Foundation exists because individuals like you believe that even
small acts of generosity, when combined, can transform an entire community. Your support ensures
that when a need arises, there is a permanent resource ready to respond. You are building something
lasting. A foundation not only of funds, but of kindness, trust, and shared responsibility...

As we look toward the future, we do so with confidence and optimism. The challenges facing rural
communities are real, but so is the strength of Roscommon County. With your continued partnership,
we will keep investing in education, supporting local nonprofits, fostering community leadership, and
creating opportunities that allow our county to thrive.

On behalf of our Board of Trustees, thank you. Thank you for believing in this mission. Thank you for
investing in our community. Thank you for proving that generosity truly has the power to change lives.
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With Heartfel t  Grat i tude,  

Suzanne E. Luck
Sara Morley LaCroix

Tracy Bosworth

Anita Sheppard
Gary Gandolfi

Ben Elliott

Troy Romancky
Amy Auerbach

Hunter Mires

Bryan Thompson Paula Whittington



02

BOARD AND STAFFBOARD AND STAFF “It has been a pleasure to
serve on the RCCF Board of

Trustees. The support given to
our community service

organizations has given our
communities sustainability
during some difficult times

during my tenure. The
scholarships awarded to high
school grads has given them
opportunities to spread their

wings and follow their dreams.
They have all been so

deserving and they will be the
leaders of tomorrow. I am so
honored to have been part of
this amazing organization and
to have served with so many
caring and dedicated staff 

and board members. ”
-Anita Sheppard,
RCCF Treasurer

“RCCF has allowed me to
turn my individual passions

into organized, enduring
community solutions. Giving

is not just about making a
donation, it is about making

a difference in the lives of
others in our community and

ourselves.”
-Amy Auerbach, 

RCCF Trustee

“It fills my heart and soul with
joy each day to see

organizations working
tirelessly to strengthen our

community—and the generous
donors who make their work

possible.” 
-Cassandra Freeman

RCCF Business ManagerSuzanne Luck
Executive Director

Sara Morley LaCroix
President

Tracy Bosworth
Vice President

Anita Sheppard
Treasurer

Gary Gandolfi
Secretary

Ben Elliott
Trustee

Bryan Thompson
Trustee

Troy Romancky
Trustee

Amy Auerbach
Trustee

Hunter Mires
Trustee

Paula Whittington
Trustee

Cassandra Freeman
Business Manager

Heather Marra
Development Manager



 2025 GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS 

$891,790

$1,455,897.41 Donations Received in 2025
Full Tributes & Donor List - Pg 23
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99 Grants Awarded 
to 36 Organizations 

Read more - Pg 5

$650,645 $241,145
199 Scholarships Awarded 

to 46 Students  
Read more - Pg 17

TOTAL GRANTED IN ROSCOMMON COUNTY

Bonnie Biggar Music Fund
ROSCOMMON AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

$175 - Ukuleles for Roscommon Elementary School



Your Gift
THE JOURNEY OF
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It All Begins
With You

You Make a Gift

We Nurture
Your Gift

Your Gift. 
Real Community

Impact.

Your Gift 
is Granted

What cause is close to your heart? 
RCCF has 107 funds to choose from
that support Roscommon County. 

No gift is too big or small!
Donate Online at myrccf.org or

mail your gift to our office. 
We also accept 
gifts of stock. 

Thoughtful stewardship
and careful investment

helps your gift grow.

Nonprofits bring the need, 
your gift is the hope! 

Together, we turn grants
requests into real change.

Your gift goes to work 
through grant or 

scholarship awards to 
make an impact in

Roscommon County!
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Ways to GiveWays to Give
Make a one-time or recurring donation to any of our 107 funds. *see page 14
Give cash, stocks, bonds, real estate, or other assets.
Create a named fund in honor of your family, a loved one, or a cause you care
about by starting a Field of Interest Fund, Donor Advised Fund (DAF),
Designated Fund, Scholarship Fund, or Unrestricted Fund.
Leave a lasting legacy through planned giving opportunities and include
RCCF in your will through a bequest.
Establish a Charitable Gift Annuity for lifetime income and community impact.
Create a Charitable Remainder Trust or Charitable Lead Trust
Do you have a business? Join our Ambassador’s Club! *see page 21



Cornerstone Endowment Fund
ROSCOMMON COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
$435 - Rescue Task Force Initial Equipment

Doug and June Allen Fire & EMS Support Fund
ROSCOMMON COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
$775 - Rescue Task Force Initial Equipment

GRANTS AWARDEDGRANTS AWARDED
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Alexa Luck Memorial Fund
HOUGHTON LAKE PUBLIC LIBRARY
$982 - Library of things: Gaming on the Go
R.O.O.C., INC.
$1,000 - EmpowArt-A R.O.O.C. Art Collective

Annie Williams Rackerby Fund
ASSOCIATION TO RESCUE KRITTERS (ARK)
$2,500 - ARK Education Programs
ROSCOMMON COUNTY LITERACY COUNCIL
$2,500 - Dolly Parton Imagination Library
SUNDROP MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL, INC.
$5,630 - Sundrop School's Nature Space Shelter

Community Impact Fund
ACT NOW
$4,000 - New Scrap Metal Trailer Project

Endowment for Higgins Lake
HIGGINS LAKE FOUNDATION
$2,000- DASH Boat

Greatest Human Needs Fund
KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION
$835 - Student Emergency Fund
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OUR LADY OF THE   
  LAKE CONFERENCE
$835 - Serving Neighbors in Need

Houghton Lake Community School District 
Support Fund
HOUGHTON LAKE COMMUNITY EDUCATION
$2,400 - Mackinaw Island Reward Trip

Bonnie Biggar Music Fund
ROSCOMMON AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
$175 - Ukuleles for Roscommon Elementary School

Char Fitzgerald Literacy & Education Fund 
COLLINS ELEMENTARY
$167 -  Literacy Enhancement Initiative for HLCS K- 6

Family Donor Advised Fund
ACT NOW
$4,350 - Kids Helping Kids
MARGUERITE GAHAGAN NATURE PRESERVE, INC.
$2,506 - A Community Nature Center in the Making
NMCAC Building Fund
$50,000 - Grant to NMCAC Building Campaign
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Howard B. "Corky” Gaylor Memorial Fund
BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS - MID MICHIGAN
$700 - Lunch Buddies Expansion
KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION
$730 - Student Emergency Fund

John Morley Family Endowment for Higgins Lake
HIGGINS LAKE FOUNDATION
$3,000 - DASH Boat

Morley Family Foundation Fund
ARTESIA YOUTH PARK
$500 - Heat Recovery Project
KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION
$1,000 - Student Emergency Fund
NORTHERN MICHIGAN CHILDREN'S ASSESSMENT 
  CENTER (NMCAC)
$1,000 - Empowering Staff through Training & Team
Building
ROSCOMMON COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
$2,500 - Rescue Task Force Initial Equipment

Jim Mahoney Memorial - Music Program Support Fund
ROSCOMMON AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
$600 - Phantom of the Opera-HS

Nester Family Charitable Fund
NMCAC BUILDING FUND
$100,000 - Grant to NMCAC Building Campaign

MARILYN BROWN MEMORIAL FUND
KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION
$475 - Student Emergency Fund
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OUR LADY OF THE 
  LAKE CONFERENCE
$400 - Serving Neighbors in Need

Houghton Lake Rotary Club General Fund
ROTARY CLUB OF HOUGHTON LAKE
$2,500 - Purchase and Installation of Three Kayak
Launchers at DNR Access Points on Houghton Lake

Linda Chwan & Ken Deperro Memorial Fund
ROSCOMMON AREA RECREATIONAL AUTHORITY
$400 - EZ Ice Rink

NMCAC Building Fund
NORTHERN MICHIGAN CHILDREN'S ASSESSMENT    
  CENTER (NMCAC)
$224,899.01 - Grant to NMCAC Building Campaign

RCCF Independence Operating Fund
VILLAGE OF ROSCOMMON
$500 - Fundraising Support for Rocktoberfest

Houghton Lake Education Fund
HOUGHTON LAKE COMMUNITY EDUCATION
$2,400 - Mackinaw Island Reward Trip
HOUGHTON LAKE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS (HLCS)
$4,245 - Pottery Kiln JR/SR High



Roscommon County General Fund
ARK ASSOCIATION TO RESCUE KRITTERS (ARK)
$1,256 - New Enclosure Miss Peeps
FRIENDS OF TRESTLE PARK
$1,765 - 2025 Free Summer Concert
KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION
$929 - Student Emergency Fund
LYON TOWNSHIP
$1,720 - Park 27 Ice Rink
MIDMICHIGAN COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES
$4,500 - Food Program Generator
NORTHERN MICHIGAN CHILDREN'S ASSESSMENT 
  CENTER (NMCAC)
$2,000 - Empowering Staff through Training & Team
Building
ROSCOMMON CHRISTMAS IN THE VILLAGE
$500 - Storage of Supplies
ROSCOMMON COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
$3,700 - Rescue Task Force Initial Equipment
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OUR LADY OF THE 
  LAKE CONFERENCE
$3,000 - Serving Neighbors in Need

Roscommon County Health Improvement Fund
CRAWFORD-ROSCOMMON CONSERVATION DISTRICT
$2,000 - ADA COMMUNITY GARDEN BED
GERRISH TOWNSHIP
$2,450 - Improved Splinting for Traumatic Injuries
OGEMAW HILLS FREE CLINIC
$1,200 - Improving Diabetic Health Outcomes

Roscommon County Kellogg Youth Fund
ACT NOW
$1,500 - Kids Helping Kids Program
ARTESIA YOUTH PARK
$1,000 - Family Gathering Courtyard Project
$1,000 - Heat Recovery Project
C.O.O.R. INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT
$1,200 - Guided Hands
KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION
$1,031 - Student Emergency Fund
NORTHERN MICHIGAN CHILDREN'S ASSESSMENT 
  CENTER (NMCAC)
$2,500 - Training for Staff
OASIS OF HOPE HOUSE
$1,500 - Project Safe Play

Roscommon Area District Library Building Fund
ROSCOMMON AREA DISTRICT LIBRARY
$5,947.70 - New Return Box for Building

Roscommon County Health Services Fund
MIDMICHIGAN COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES
$12,249.26 - Purchase Ambulance Cot and Tono Pen 
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Rogers Family Endowment for Houghton Lake
FRIENDS OF TRESTLE PARK
$735 - 2025 Free Summer Concert
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Sarah Eulaine Tucker (Class of 1977) Fund
ROSCOMMON AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
$2,900 - Phantom of the Opera-HS

Roscommon County Mental Health Services Fund
OASIS OF HOPE HOUSE
$1,500 - House Expanded Space
RIVER HOUSE, INC.
$2,916 - Picnic Tables
R.O.O.C., INC.
$3,000 - EmpowArt-A ROOC Art Collective
THREADS AND MORE
$2,500 - 2026 Needs Request Fulfillment

St. Helen General Fund
ARK ASSOCIATION TO RESCUE KRITTERS (ARK)
$280 - New Enclosure Miss Peeps

Weede Family Community Recreation Fund
LYON TOWNSHIP
$475 - Park 27 Ice Rink

Zonta Club Women's & Children's Fund
BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS - MID MICHIGAN
$570 - Lunch Buddies Expansion

Roscommon County Recreation Fund
LYON TOWNSHIP
$205 - Park 27 Ice Rink 

Roscommon County Tobacco Settlement Endowment  
  Fund
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OUR LADY OF THE 
  LAKE CONFERENCE
$1,265 - Serving Neighbors in Need

Schroeder Foundation Fund
ACT NOW
$1,000 - Kids Helping Kids
BOBBE MORLEY SCHOLARSHIP FUND
$10,000 - Schroeder Foundation Fund Grant to Bobbe
Morley Scholarship Fund 
ROSCOMMON COUNTY COMMISSION ON AGING, INC.
$1,000 - Meals on Wheels
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OUR LADY OF THE 
  LAKE CONFERENCE
$1,000 - Food, Shelter & Utility Client Assistance

Wade Family Donor Advised Fund
GERRISH TOWNSHIP
$475 - Improved Splinting for Traumatic Injuries
ROSCOMMON AREA RECREATIONAL AUTHORITY
$1,100 - EZ Ice Rink
URGENT NEEDS FUND
$11,000 - Funding will be used for the Urgent Needs 
 Grant Cycle

Roscommon County Kellogg Youth Fund (cont.)
ROSCOMMON AREA RECREATIONAL AUTHORITY
$3,500 - EZ Ice Rink



Houghton Lake Public Library Excellence Fund
HOUGHTON LAKE PUBLIC LIBRARY
$880 - 2025 Annual Disbursement

Kirtland Community College Educational Fund
KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION
$1,722 - 2025 Annual Disbursement 

Jenni's Foundation - Michigan Cancer Support Fund
MIDMICHIGAN COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES
$459 - 2025 Annual Disbursement

Larry Eastley & Clare Fisher Eastley Animal 
  Support Fund
ARK ASSOCIATION TO RESCUE KRITTERS (ARK)
$1,317.50 - 2025 Annual Disbursement
ROSCOMMON COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
$1,317.50 - 2025 Annual Disbursement

Marguerite Gahagan Nature Preserve 
  General Fund
MARGUERITE GAHAGAN NATURE PRESERVE, INC.
$1,519 - 2025 Annual Disbursement 

ANNUAL DISBURSEMENTSANNUAL DISBURSEMENTS

Rubye Cunningham Memorial Fund Supporting 
  the Roscommon County Animal Shelter
ROSCOMMON COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
$826 - 2025 Annual Disbursement 

Tom & Jan Richardson Family Endowment for   
  Roscommon Area Historical Society
ROSCOMMON AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
$472 - 2025 Annual Disbursement 

Viola J. Moore Animal Fund
ARK ASSOCIATION TO RESCUE KRITTERS (ARK)
$130 - 2025 Annual Disbursement 
MISSAUKEE HUMANE SOCIETY
$130 - 2025 Annual Disbursement 
ROSCOMMON COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
$130 - 2025 Annual Disbursement 

Lynda’s Food Pantry Fund
MIDMICHIGAN COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES
$2,197 - 2025 Annual Disbursement 
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Our Board of Trustees and staff regularly visit organizations that 
have received grants from the Foundation to experience firsthand the 

impact their work is making throughout our community. 

These visits strengthen relationships, deepen our understanding of local needs, 
and allow us to celebrate the meaningful work being accomplished 

through the generosity of our donors. 

By building strong partnerships and staying connected 
to the organizations we support, we continue our commitment to 

connecting generosity with community impact across Roscommon County.

GROWING TOGETHERGROWING TOGETHER



To enrich and improve the 
quality of life in our community

To encourage positive change for generations to come
For Good. For Ever. For Everyone.

Our Vision

Our Mission
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Names of investment managers, fees charged, and body
or individuals responsible for investment and oversight
are available upon request.

Investment Manager Information

The three most recent audit and IRS Form 990 
are available online at myrccf.org. 

Audit Information

The Roscommon County Community Foundation is continuously
committed to the ongoing effort of striving for diversity, equity,
and inclusion in every facet of operation. We exist to serve for
good, for ever, for everyone; and value the importance of
ensuring an accessible, equitable, inclusive environment - for
everyone.

Statement of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion



Give365
$1 A DAY TO GIVE BACK TO THE PLACE WE CALL HOME
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Honoring Diane Nielsen

Right now, families in Roscommon County are facing
the highest rates of children in poverty and food
insecurity among 7 other surrounding counties*

The needs of our neighbors are growing every day and our community members deserve a way
to answer the call. GIVE365 empowers YOU to take part in local grantmaking by voting for
projects to receive support. With just $1 a day, you join a collective effort to strengthen our

county, support neighbors, and create lasting impact. 
Hands-On Grantmaking Made Simple, FOR EVERYONE.

“I want to help!”

*Cited from MidMichigan Community Health Services 2024 Community Needs Assessment

Steve & Amy Auerbach
Sara Morley LaCroix
Aiden Partenio
Ashley Boals

Anita Sheppard 
Gary Gandolfi
Benjamin Elliott
Tracy & Mark Bosworth

2025 Give365 Members

The Roscommon County Community Foundation proudly
celebrates the extraordinary service of Diane Nielsen. 
Diane’s nine years on the RCCF Board of Trustees, 
including two as Board President, helped shape and
strengthen RCCF’s impact across the community. 
Through her compassionate leadership, dedication, and
deep commitment to local philanthropy, Diane played a 
vital role in stewarding more than $2.26 million in grants 
for Roscommon County. Her legacy of service, generosity,
and belief in “keeping it local” will continue to inspire
RCCF’s work for years to come.



YOUTH

AD
VISORY

C O U N C I L

EST. 1997

2025 YAC Advisors & Members
YAC Coordinator: Ellie Luck  Charlton Heston Academy YAC Advisors: Dawn Patterson and Monica Huntley

YAC Members (in top photo): Back Row - Jackson Hand, Easton Huntley, Hunter Randell, Auggy Dilley, 
Jack Erickson, Simran Kaur, Eliza Evans, Layla Littlebird, and Ash Kemeza. Front Row - Emma Brewer, 
Annabelle Lloyd, Michaela Heit, Eli Welker, and Makayla McNealy. Not pictured: Tanner Green, Jia Rees, 
Alycen Bruce, Braelynn Barnes, Brea Green, and Madisyn Rose.

2025 YAC Advisors & Members

Youth Advisory Council (YAC)Youth Advisory Council (YAC)
Where Young Leaders Shape the Future of Roscommon County Future of Roscommon County 
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The Youth Advisory Council (YAC) is made up of student leaders representing schools
across Roscommon County, including Charlton Heston Academy, Roscommon High
School, Houghton Lake Jr/Sr High School, and local homeschool students. Together,

these young leaders bring diverse perspectives and ideas that help shape projects and
programs benefiting youth throughout our community.

YAC provides students with opportunities to build leadership skills, give back locally, and
make a meaningful impact in Roscommon County. Interested in getting involved?

Visit: www.myrccf.org/youth-advisory-council/



Outright Gift - Give cash, stocks, bonds, real estate, or other assets and enjoy
potential tax advantages. 
Employer Gift Matching - Multiply the impact of your donation! Many employers
offer matching gift programs that can double or even triple your contribution. 
Bequest by Will - Include RCCF in your will to leave a personal legacy of generosity
that lasts forever. 
Charitable Gift Annuity - Receive steady income for life while creating a gift that
benefits your community long-term. 
Charitable Remainder Trust - Provide income for yourself or others, then leave the
remainder to support community causes. 
Charitable Lead Trust - Benefit RCCF during the trust’s term, then pass the
remaining assets to heirs with tax advantages. 
Beneficiary Designation - You can designate RCCF as the beneficiary of all or part
of your IRA or life insurance policy (using beneficiary designation form provided by
your custodian). The full value of the gift is transferred tax-free at your death and
your estate receives an estate tax charitable deduction. 
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Give Today. 
Impact Roscommon County Forever.Impact Roscommon County Forever.

Establish a Fund Establish a Fund 
Creating an endowed fund at the Roscommon County Community Foundation 

is a powerful way to leave a lasting legacy and support the causes you care about forever. 
The principal is permanently invested, with only the earnings used for grantmaking, ensuring

ongoing impact year after year. Contact RCCF to learn how we can help you establish your fund
and achieve your charitable goals.

With more than $14 million in
assets and growing, the
Roscommon County Community
Foundation (RCCF) empowers
everyday generosity to make an
extraordinary difference.
 ✔ Local expertise
 ✔ Flexible giving
 ✔ Trusted stewardship
 ✔ Enduring impact
 ✔ Strong community connections

Choose the Impact You Want to Make Choose the Impact You Want to Make



SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
Andrew Schmidt Trades Scholarship
Ava Raye Gasper Scholarship Fund
Bertl Family Scholarship Fund
Bobbe Morley Scholarship Fund
Char Goddard Memorial Scholarship Fund
Clyde F. Shaltz Memorial Scholarship Fund
Donald W. & Beverly Nester Memorial Scholarship Fund
Evelyn Fraser Scholarship Fund
Fidelity Chapter #50 Order of the Eastern Star Scholarship
Ford & Marguerite Silsby Scholarship Fund
Forest & Rita Hacker Family Sportsmanship Scholarship
Gerrish-Higgins Roscommon Alumni Association  
  Scholarship
Grace Bernardo, M.D. Memorial Health Careers Scholarship  
  Fund
Harry & Marjorie Walbridge Scholarship
HLHS Class of 1983 Memorial Scholarship Fund
Houghton Lake Rotary Club Memorial Scholarship
Houghton Lake Sports Booster Scholarship Fund
Jack Danieleski Scholarship Fund
Karen & Frank Arleth Memorial Scholarship Fund
Kelly Dunmire Memorial Scholarship Fund
The Kyle Akin Scholarship Fund
Lawrence C. Dashner Scholarship Fund
Layton International Scholarship Fund
Lions Club Scholarship Fund
Michael R. Treml Memorial Athletic Scholarship
Mike M. & Patricia M. Ignat Scholarship
Mr. J's Buckeye Nuts College Scholarship
Patriot Scholarship Fund
Ralph, Thela, and Kurt Ostling Memorial Scholarship Fund
Rex & Arlene Gillen Scholarship Fund
Robert A. Hess Memorial Scholarship
Robert J. Kunik Memorial Scholarship
Roscommon Rotary Club General Fund
Roscommon Soccer Teams Scholarship Fund
Ruth & Ralph Fisher Scholarship Fund
Sharon A. Hacker Nursing Scholarship Fund
Steuernol & McLaren Funeral Home Scholarship Fund
Thomas Niekamp Scholarship Fund
W.H. & Betty J. Scott Memorial Scholarship
William C. Williams (Class of 1950) Memorial Scholarship Fund
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FIND A FUNDFIND A FUND

GENERAL/UNRESTRICTED  FUNDS
Community Impact Fund
Cornerstone Fund
Family Donor Advised Fund
Give365 Fund - Donate $365 to Join 
Greatest Human Needs Fund
Linda Chwan & Ken DePerro Memorial Fund
Marilyn Brown Memorial Fund
Morley Foundation Fund
Nester Family Charitable Fund
Roscommon County General Fund
Schroeder Foundation Fund
St. Helen General Fund
Wade Family Donor Advised Fund
Zonta Club Women’s & Children’s Fund

EDUCATIONAL FUNDS
Alexa Luck Memorial Fund
Annie Williams Rackerby Fund
Bonnie Biggar Music Fund
Char Fitzgerald Literacy & Education Fund
Gerrish-Higgins Educational Fund
Houghton Lake Community School District Support Fund
Houghton Lake Educational Foundation Fund
Jim Mahoney Memorial - Music Program Support Fund
Kirtland Community College Educational Fund
Sarah Eulaine Tucker (Class of 1977) Fund

YOUTH FUNDS
“Big Buck Open" Athletic Scholarship
Howard B. "Corky" Gaylor Memorial Fund
Kimberly Mires L. Athletic & Music Scholarship Fund
Roscommon Area Youth Booster Club Fund
Roscommon County Kellogg Youth Fund
Jim "Smitty" Smith Athletic Fund
Larry Sumerix Memorial Summer Music Scholarship
Richard & Margaret Torongo Memorial Scholarship Fund

ENVIRONMENTAL FUNDS
Endowment for Higgins Lake
John Morley Family Endowment for Higgins Lake
Marguerite Gahagan Nature Preserve General Fund
Robert R. Thalner Endowment Fund
Rogers Family Endowment for Houghton Lake
Roscommon County Lakes & Rivers Fund
Roscommon County Recreation Fund

ANIMAL SUPPORT FUNDS
Larry Eastley & Clare Fisher Eastley Animal  
  Support Fund
Rubye Cunningham Memorial Fund-Supporting 
  the Roscommon County Animal Shelter
Viola J. Moore Animal Fund

ORGANIZATIONAL FUNDS
Ambassador Club
Doug and June Allen Fire & EMS Support Fund
Habitat for Humanity General Fund
Houghton Lake Public Library - Excellence Fund
Houghton Lake Rotary Club General Fund
Lynda's Food Pantry Fund
Northern Michigan Children's Assessment Center Fund
RCCF Independence Fund
Rob & Sue Morley Family Administrative Fund
Tom & Jan Richardson Family Endowment for 
  Roscommon Area Historical Society

HEALTH FUNDS
Jenni's Foundation - Michigan Cancer Support  
  Fund
Roscommon County Health Improvement  
  Endowment Fund
Roscommon County Tobacco Settlement  
  Endowment Fund

SPECIAL PROJECT FUNDS
Friends for Safe Schools Fund
Higgins Lake/Roscommon Non-Motorized Trail Way System 
  Fund
NMCAC Building Fund
Roscommon Area District Library Building Fund
Roscommon Area District Library Community Outreach Fund
Roscommon County Health Services Fund
Roscommon County Mental Health Services Fund
Ryan McDonald Memorial Fund
Thomas L. McNamara Memorial Rotary Parks Fund
Urgent Needs Fund
Weede Family Community Recreation Fund

Learn More 
about the funds

Donate Online
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS DINNERSCHOLARSHIP AWARDS DINNER

On May 15th, 2025, the Northern Center in Houghton Lake transformed into a radiant space
of celebration, as the Roscommon County Community Foundation (RCCF) hosted its
annual Scholarship Awards Dinner—an evening that truly embodied the spirit of
generosity, hope, and academic achievement.
The celebration recognized 45 remarkable students from Houghton Lake High School,
Roscommon High School, and Charlton Heston Academy who were awarded a total of 96
scholarships—amounting to $241,145 in funding for their education. 
RCCF Executive Director Suzanne Luck opened the evening with a heartfelt message that
reflected not only the foundation’s past achievements, but also its deep-rooted belief in
the power of community. From awarding just $10,000 in scholarships in its early years to
now supporting nearly a quarter-million dollars in educational funding annually, RCCF has
become a beacon of hope and opportunity in Roscommon County.

“This isn’t just a dinner,” Suzanne Luck shared, 
“it’s a celebration of hope, of hard work, and of the
incredible things that happen when a community 

comes together to invest in its future.”

As we reflect on this unforgettable night, one thing is clear: the future of Roscommon
County is bright—and it’s being built by the generous hearts, dedicated students, and
supportive families who believe in the power of education. Let’s keep building futures—
together.

“This isn’t just a dinner,” Suzanne Luck shared, 
“it’s a celebration of hope, of hard work, and of the
incredible things that happen when a community 

comes together to invest in its future.”
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“To our donors—you are changing lives. 
Your generosity is more than financial aid; it is a message of confidence,
encouragement, and hope. Because of you, students dare to dream
bigger, reach farther, and build futures filled with possibility. On behalf of
all of us, thank you for your kindness and commitment to shaping brighter
tomorrows. 

To our scholarship recipients—tonight, we celebrate you. 
Your dedication, perseverance, and hard work have brought you to this
moment, and it is only the beginning of an incredible journey. You are the
future leaders, innovators, and visionaries who will shape the world ahead.
May this scholarship serve as both a steppingstone and a reminder that
your community believes in you, stands behind you, and cheers for your
success. 

This evening is a testament to ambition, to generosity, and to the
extraordinary impact we create when we come together to uplift one
another. Let’s celebrate, let’s honor, and let’s embrace the bright future
that shines before us tonight.” -Suzanne Luck, Executive Director 

“To our donors—you are changing lives

To our scholarship recipients—tonight, we celebrate you.

”



SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDEDSCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

Andrew Schmidt Trades
Scholarship
Abby Brace

Ava Raye Gasper Scholarship
Tyler Bailey, Hailey Gasper, and

Madelyn Sabandith

Bobbe Morley Memorial
Scholarship

Landon Mann and Sawyer Griffis

Char Goddard Memorial
Scholarship
Jenna Emery

Clyde Shaltz
Memorial

Scholarship
Riley Carter

Donald W. & Beverly
Nester Memorial

Scholarship
Kendyl Frydrych

Evelyn Fraser 
Scholarship
Jack Patchin

Fidelity Chapter #50, Order of the
Eastern Star Scholarship

Matthew Coffey

Ford and Marguerite 
Silsby Scholarship

Izzy McCourt

Forest & Rita Hacker Sportsmanship 
Scholarship

Tyler Bailey and Madison Rankin

Gerrish-Higgins Roscommon Alumni Association Scholarship
Elise Cherven, Joshua Mayes, Jenna Emery, Sawyer Griffis, 

Izzy McCourt, Madison Rankin, and Sawyer Griffis

Grace Bernardo, M.D. Memorial 
Health Careers Scholarship

Madison Rankin and Sawyer Griffis

17

Bertl Family
Scholarship
Jack Patchin

Harry & Marjorie Walbridge Scholarship
Kendyl Frydrych, Owen Barnes, Izzy
McCourt, Ben Denlinger, Savannah

Cichowski, Madelyn Sabandith, Joshua
Mayes, Lauren Fultz, Jenna Emery, 

Mariah Thompson, 
and Jordan Hendershott
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Layton International Scholarship
Sidney Horski and Tyler Watson

Michael R. Treml Memorial
Athletic Scholarship

Jack Patchin

Lawrence C. Dashner Scholarship 
Abby Brace, Gabriel Oster, William Oster, Elise Cherven, Shelby Jarski, 
Katelyn Spindler, Abbie Partenio, Ashley Chmielewski, Landon Mann, 

Mason Green, and Jazmyne Rees

Lion’s Club Scholarship
Gabriel Oster, 

Shelby Jarski, and Katelyn Spindler

Kelly Dunmire Memorial Scholarship
Elise Cherven

Houghton Lake Class of 1983
Memorial Scholarship 

Madelyn Sabandith

Houghton Lake Rotary Club Memorial Scholarship
Madelyn Sabandith and Sidney Horski

Houghton Lake
Sports Booster

Scholarship
Melanie Muringer

Jack Danieleski
Scholarship

Hailey Gasper

Karen & Frank Arleth
Memorial Scholarship

Branden Morley

Kyle Akin Scholarship
Branden Morley



Mike M. & Patricia M. Ignat
Memorial Scholarship

Emily Jordan

Mr. J's Buckeye Nuts
College Scholarship

Benjamin Mayes

Patriot Scholarship
Abby Brace

Ralph. Thela, and Kurt Ostling Memorial Scholarship
Owen Barnes, Joshua Mayes, and Jenna Emery

Rex & Arlene Gillen Scholarship 
Holley Hendershott, Tyler Bailey, Braedon Oster, 

Madison Rankin, MaKena Raden, Maddison Lattas, 
Cole Schilz, Jasmine Rieger, Aiden Partenio, 
Sidney Horski, Dedia Palmer, Hailey Gasper, 
Tyler Watson, Terence Carter Jr., Taylor Plutt, 

and Emily Jordan

Robert J. Kunik Memorial Scholarship
Sidney Horski

Roscommon Rotary Club General Fund
Sawyer Griffis, Jack Patchin, Joshua Mayes, Landon Mann, 

and Owen Barnes

Roscommon Soccer Teams Scholarship
Elise Cherven and Ben Denlinger
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Richard & Margaret Torongo Memorial Scholarship Fund
Greyson Randall

Larry Sumerix Memorial Summer Music Scholarship Fund
Tanner Green

Kimberly L. Mires Athletics & Music Scholarship Fund
Jewels Lain and Caylee Claussen

Jim “Smitty” Smith Athletic Fund
Jewels Lain and Caylee Claussen

The “Big Buck Open” Athletic Scholarship
Jewels Lain and Caylee Claussen

SUMMER ENRICHMENT SCHOLARSHIPSSUMMER ENRICHMENT SCHOLARSHIPS

Ruth & Ralph Fisher
Scholarship

Melanie Muringer

Sharon A. Hacker Nursing Scholarship
Madison Rankin, Dedia Palmer, 

and Jasmine Rieger

Steuernol & McLaren Funeral
Homes Scholarship

Lauren Fultz

Thomas Niekamp Scholarship
Branden Morley

W.H. & Betty J. Scott 
Memorial Scholarship

Jack Patchin

William C. Williams 
(Class of 1950) Scholarship

Sawyer Griffis



The RCCF Ambassador Club is an exclusive opportunity for visionary businesses, organizations, 
and community leaders who believe in building a brighter future for Roscommon County. 
If you’re committed to meaningful change and community investment, we invite you to join us.
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CHANGE MAKERS

COMMUNITY 
CHAMPION 

2026 AMBASSADOR’S CLUB

LEGACY LEADERS

VISIONARY ADVOCATES

Thank You



Watch the trailer >

Join us as our Board Members, Donors, and Community Members 
gather at 6pm on September 16 , 2026 th

at the Pines Theatre in Houghton Lake

All are welcome! This is for the
entire community at large to
celebrate and inspire others!
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TRIBUTESTRIBUTES
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In memory of Alexa Luck
David & Suzanne Luck
Ms. Margaret Luck
Roberta Waterman
In memory of Andy & Margaret 
  Cherven
Terry & Rhonda Hanna
In memory of Archie & Betty Hall
Tom & Kathryn Hamp
In memory of Art Gonzalez
Mr. Terry Anderson
Benjamin Elliott
Mrs. Louise Spicer
Rotary Club of Houghton Lake
Laurence Tallman
James & Michelle VanSice
In memory of Ava Raye Gasper
Gasper Electric LLC
In memory of Barb Schaeffer &  
  Patricia Fenton
John & Cheryl Schaeffer
In memory of Bob Sinclair 
Duncan & Kathy Lawrence
In memory of Bob Smart
Duncan & Kathy Lawrence
In memory of Bonnie Biggar
Brad & Tammy Schwalm
John & Azita Biggar
Tom Boaz & Judy Hatch
Carol & Dave Carrick
Robert Biggar
Jack Biggar 
In memory of Bruce & Jan Lorion
Terry & Rose Mary Gallagher
In memory of Char Goddard
Dar Stead-Smith
In memory of Chuck Mires
Steve & Donna Ament
Kirk & Britta Astle
Rick & Jackie Bertsch
Gerald Boushelle
Kaye Bullard & Jackie Graham
Matt & Mary Jo Buschbacher
Patricia Dennis
Dr. Troy Fairbanks & Nancy  
  Martindale
Michael & Alice Furstenau
Laurel & Don Gardey
Laurie Granlund
Katherine Hogan
Thomas & Mary Lou Jennette
Lowell & Margaret Karinen
Dan Koschtial

In memory of Chuck Mires (cont.)
Kay Leslie
Hunter Mires
Mary Munn
Donald & Jane Palmer
John & Cheryl Schaeffer
Shari & Brian Schrader
Brad & Tammy Schwalm
Stacey Sensor & James Linnabary
Tom & Amy Sharrar
James & Kathleen Smith
Kristine Smith
Michael & Cheryl Smock
Carolyn Thornton
Lisa Wisniewski
Walk in the Woods Group
In memory of Colleen Ruddy-Maneke
Maureen Ruddy
In memory of Connie Allen
Thomas Allen
Friends of Roscommon Area 
  District Library
In memory of Connie Erber Frydrych
Laura Cherven
Craig & Karen Corbin
Donna & Henry Erber
Lineous & Frances Erber
Ashley Frydrych
Lake City Federation of Teachers
The Sundrop School and Forest School    
  After School Vinyard
Mrs. Kay M. Shaltz
In memory of Danielle Ruddy-Parks
Maureen Ruddy
In memory of Dean Carrick
Claire & Joane Danieleski
In memory of Deborah Livingston
Friends of Roscommon Area 
  District Library
Dan & Lisa Sutton
In memory of Dennis Peterson
Lindy Peterson
In memory of Don & Beverly 
  Nester
The Wintrode Family Foundation
In memory of Donald Edward Good
Claire Danieleski & Mike Dubanski
In memory of Donald Stoll and 
  Marie Stoll 
Thomas & Anita Sheppard
In memory of Doug & June Allen
Leon & Linda Terrian
In memory of Douglas “Doug” A.
Toms
Sharon Brady
Kristina Kelly
Valerie Wicker

In memory of Elda & Frank Bertl,    
  June Allen (Bertl) and Frank Bertl Jr.
Leon & Linda Terrian
In memory of Florence Baucus
Jack & Ruth McCauley
In memory of Gary Boushelle
Sharon Boushelle
Mark Rodak
In memory of Gary Long
Dr. Troy Fairbanks & Nancy Martindale
In memory of Gary Silverthorn, in  
  honor of Grandchildren Tyler,   
  Ethan, Lucas, Tanner, Jessa & Nora
Gail Silverthorn
In memory of Helen Hall
Tom & Kathryn Hamp
In memory of Howard Hall 
Tom & Kathryn Hamp
In memory of Mr. Thomas Herbert
Tom & Kathryn Hamp
In memory of Jack Danieleski
Dean & Gail Carrick
In memory of Jack Moon
Tom & Kathryn Hamp
In memory of Jan Richardson
Tom Richardson
In memory of Jane Ruddy
Maureen Ruddy
In memory of Janet Mae Richardson
Gordon H. & Anne J. Richardson
Dave & Toni Sweeney
In memory of Jim "Smitty" Smith
Dr. Lloyd & Gail Hooper
In memory of Joan Murphy
Mary Armstrong
Randy & Lisa Baerlocher
Terry & Rose Mary Gallagher
Debra & Gerald Binkley
Laurie Granlund
Tami Hawkins
Macie Shagena
Suzy Westenkirchner
In memory of Joan Tallman
Claire Danieleski & Mike Dubanski
In memory of June Allen 
  - Happy Birthday Mom!
Harold & Andrea Weiss
In memory of Karen Krentz Kemmis
Karen Weirauch
In memory of Ken DePerro 
  & Linda Chwan
Marlene DiPonio
In memory of Kurt Ostling, 
  Ralph Ostling and Thela Ostling
Lauren Ostling & Ben Pensak



In memory of Thomas “Tommy”
Niekamp
Wendy Cairns
Tips for Tommy
Valerie Wicker
Spring Window Fashions
In memory of Thomas E. Sheppard
Thomas & Anita Sheppard
In memory of Tom & Connie   
  Harvey
Sara Almirall
In memory of Uncle Gary Smith
Kristine Smith
In memory of Virginia Krutz
Donald & Suzanne Cleveland
In memory of William “Will” L.  
  Sylvester
Darlene Alexander
Kenneth & Vicki Barnes
Tyrone & Carolyn Black
Tracy & Mark Bosworth
Thomas & Raye Bransdorfer-Polasek
Patricia & Michael Cady
Dale & Theresa Ekdom
Jim & Eve Fisher
Carl & Denise Fry
Gardiner's Jewelry
Catharine Hinkley
Houghton Lake Area Tourism Bureau
Scott & Cherie Johnson
Gregory & Ellen Katalenich
Audra LaLonde
Bonnie McArthur
Colleen McClain
Jacqueline McCarroll
Matthew McDonough
Anne & Rick Meeks
Carrie Rich
Rebecca & Jackie Sova & Richardson
Patrick & Vicki Springstead
Diane Sylvester Sorge
Sue & Mark Topham
Kimberly Wilson

24

In memory of Kyle Akin
2025 Annual Kyle Akin Memorial 
 Golf Outing
Julia Berglund
Dean & Gail Carrick
Cliff & Debbie Halliday 
Lori Tucker
Weyerhaeuser Company 
In memory of Larry Sumerix
Jan & David Black
In memory of Leslie T. Kempfer
Les & Sherron Kempfer
In memory of Mackenzie Violet  
  Bishop
Thomas & Patricia Moreau
In memory of Marge Torongo’s 
  94  birthdayth

Jerry & Joyce Johnston
In memory of Mary Mattingly
Thomas & Mary Lou Jennette
Duncan & Kathy Lawrence
In memory of Michael Wiltse
Ron & Wendy Wiltse
In memory of Mr.J
Dane Johoske
In memory of Nancy Greenleaf
Duncan & Kathy Lawrence
In memory of Papa Mike Ignat &  
  Mema "Patricia" Ignat
Jenael Ignat
In memory of Patricia B. Hamp
Eric & Kristen Hamp
Tom & Kathryn Hamp
In memory of Ralph, Jean and 
  David Quist
Tom & Kathryn Hamp
In memory of Ray Mills
Dan & Lisa Sutton
Friends of Roscommon Area  
  District Library
In memory of Robert & 
  Alice Hamp 
Tom & Kathryn Hamp
In memory of Robert & Catherine  
  Kasulke
Eric & Kristen Hamp
In memory of Robert J Kunik
David & Denise Torgerson
Connie & Lee Coughlin
In memory of Ryan McDonald
Dean & Gail Carrick
In memory of Sharon Hacker
Roy & Susan Peterson
In memory of Sonja "Smokie"  
  Wall
Gerald Wall
In memory of Terry M. Bertl 
Leon & Linda Terrian

In honor of Diane Nielsen
Chris & Kim Ashcraft
Tracy & Mark Bosworth
Gary & Tami Jo Gandolfi 
In honor of Greg Rogers
David & Fran Reece
In honor of Thomas and Kathryn 
  Hamp
Eric & Kristen Hamp
In honor of John W. & Elizabeth Will  
  Wade
Dr. Lauris Wade
In honor of Joslyn Almirall
Joseph & Cynthia Torrence
In honor of Marissa, Amara, Caleb &  
  Chloe
Thomas & Brittany Thatcher
In honor of Olivia Meadows
Hoff Builders
In honor of Philip Walters & Nancy  
  Decker Walters 
Lauren Giuliani
In honor of Sara Morley LaCroix & her  
  leadership for this Foundation
Nancy Smith
In honor of Spaduzzi's & their service
Silas & Cassandra Freeman
In honor of Suzanne Luck
Jonathan Morley

For GOOD. 
For EVER. 

For EVERYONE.

GOOD
EVER

EVERYONE



Carol & Dave Carrick
Dean & Gail Carrick
Laura Cherven
Donald & Suzanne Cleveland
Frank Cochran & Stephanie  
  Fitzgerald
Jim & Lynn Collom
Craig & Karen Corbin
Connie & Lee Coughlin
Jeannie Crosby
Bill & Anne Curnalia
Claire & Joane Danieleski
Claire Danieleski & Mike Dubanski
Patricia Dennis
Julie & Bill Dennison
Denton Volunteer Firemans 
  Association
Diebold Insurance Agency
Marlene DiPonio
Marlene Dougherty
Judy Dreaver
Butler & Kate Durham
Dale & Theresa Ekdom
Benjamin Elliott
Donna & Henry Erber
Lineous & Frances Erber
Mary Erickson
Catherine Erickson & Christina 
  Young
Dr. Troy Fairbanks & Nancy 
  Martindale
Jim & Eve Fisher
Rhonda Fossitt
Silas & Cassandra Freeman
Jim & Lana French
Roberta Friday
Friends of Roscommon Area 
  District Library
Tamara Frisbie
Carl & Denise Fry
Ashley Frydrych
Robert & Lynne Frye
Michael & Alice Furstenau
Terry & Rose Mary Gallagher
Gary & Tami Jo Gandolfi
Eric Gardey
Laurel & Don Gardey
Gardiner's Jewelry
Gasper Electric LLC
Lauren Giuliani
Emily Gobright
Laurie Granlund
Matthew & Tracey Haggart
Mary & David Hall
Cliff & Debbie Halliday
Eric & Kristen Hamp
Tom & Kathryn Hamp

Terry & Rhonda Hanna
Tami Hawkins
Annette Helms
Catharine Hinkley
The Hill Family
Tom & Molly Hillman
Hoff Builders
Katherine Hogan
Holly Holm
Dr. Lloyd & Gail Hooper
Houghton Lake Area Tourism Bureau
Houghton Lake Resorter
Hubbs Builders LLC
Jenael Ignat
Craig & Frances Jacobs
Thomas & Mary Lou Jennette
Scott and Cherie Johnson
Jerry & Joyce Johnston
Dane Johoske
Cris & Kathleen Jones
William Jones
Lowell & Margaret Karinen
Gregory & Ellen Katalenich
Kristina Kelly
Les & Sherron Kempfer
Russell & Anne Kidd
John Knasko
Teresa Korn
Dan Koschtial
Bob & Geri Koutnik
James Kraatz
Frederick & Virginia Krauss
Sara Morley LaCroix
Lake City Federation of Teachers
Audra LaLonde
Duncan & Kathy Lawrence
Scott Layton
Kay Leslie
David & Suzanne Luck
Ms. Margaret Luck
Shawn & Joanne Mahoney
Merry & Jim Maiani
Heather Marra
James Mason Jr.
Bonnie McArthur
Jacqueline McCarroll
Jack & Ruth McCauley
Colleen McClain
Dennis & JoAnn McDonald
Matthew McDonough
Dan & Anna McGrew
Maryann McLean
Anne & Rick Meeks
MidMichigan Community Health 
  Services
Sam & Tammy Migliore
Elizabeth Milnes
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2025 Annual Kyle Akin Memorial 
  Golf Outing
Darlene Alexander
David & Janet Allen
Thomas Allen
Sara Almirall
Steve & Donna Ament
Darrell & Betty Ames
Claudia Anderson
Mr. Terry Anderson
Margaret Andrews
Joyce Angel
Mary Armstrong
Richard & Ellen Arnold
Chris & Kim Ashcraft
Kirk & Britta Astle
Steve & Amy Auerbach
Randy & Lisa Baerlocher
Linda Banbury
Kenneth & Vicki Barnes
Mary Bauerschmidt
Carol Morley Beck
Greg Bergin
Julia Berglund
Ron Berridge
Rick & Jackie Bertsch
Jack Biggar
John & Azita Biggar
Robert Biggar
Debra & Gerald Binkley
Douglas Black
Jan & David Black
Tyrone & Carolyn Black
Theresa Blamer
Ashley Boals
Tom Boaz & Judy Hatch
Greg & Linda Bodker
Tracy & Mark Bosworth
Gerald Boushelle
Sharon Boushelle
Sharon Brady
Thomas & Raye 
  Bransdorfer-Polasek
Nancy Bresette
Eric & Lindsay Bredin
Buccilli's Pizza
Kaye Bullard & Jackie Graham
Gilbert & Linda Burm
Mike & Vicki Burnside
Matt & Mary Jo Buschbacher
Dr. Lowell & Moody Butman
Patricia & Michael Cady
Wendy Cairns
Al, Pat & Doug Cambridge

DONORSDONORS



Stan Scott
Stacey Sensor & James Linnabary
Macie Shagena
Jodi Shaltz
Mrs. Kay M. Shaltz
Tom & Amy Sharrar
Thomas & Anita Sheppard
Gail Silverthorn
Anne C. Sloan
James & Kathleen Smith
Kristine Smith
Nancy Smith
Michael & Cheryl Smock
Diane & Rod Sorge
Rebecca & Jackie Sova & Richardson
Mrs. Louise Spicer
Spicer's Boat City
Springs Window Fashions
Patrick & Vicki Springstead
Dar Stead-Smith
Paul & Vicki Steffen
Steuernol & Mclaren Funeral  
  Homes, Inc.
St. Helen-Roscommon Monument
The Sundrop School and Forest  
  School After School Vinyard
Dan & Lisa Sutton
Dave & Toni Sweeney
Laurence Tallman
Leon & Linda Terrian
Thomas & Brittany Thatcher
Thatcher's Concrete 
  & Contracting, LLC

Thomas I. O'Brien Architect Inc.
Tip Up Town Polar Plunge
Tips for Tommy
John & Roxanne Thompson
Carolyn Thornton
Sue & Mark Topham
David & Denise Torgerson
Joseph & Cynthia Torrence
Cindy L. Treml
Lori Tucker
Craig & Susan Tyer
James & Michelle VanSice
Rita Van Scyoc
Dr. Lauris Wade
Mike & Kathy Wahl
Walk in the Woods group
Gerald Wall
Mark Walling
Janet Waltz
Roberta Waterman
Karen Weirauch
Harold & Andrea Weiss
Suzy Westenkirchner
Weyerhaeuser Company
Valerie Wicker
Philip & Karen Will
Kimberly Wilson
Ron & Wendy Wiltse
The Wintrode Family Foundation
Lisa Wisniewski
Thomas & Joyce Zeneberg
The Zonta Club

Hunter Mires
Cheryl Mitchell
Thomas & Patricia Moreau
David & Anne Morley Fund
Jonathan Morley
Marguerite Gahagan Nature 
  Preserve, Inc.
Mary Munn
Allison Nester
Don Nester Chevrolet, Inc.
Jeffrey Nester
Matthew Nester
Judith Nestor
Pete & Wendy Niekamp
Fredrick & Diane Nielsen
James & Pamela Ostling
Lauren Ostling & Ben Pensak
Robert Pacella & Rhonda Lamberg
Donald & Jane Palmer
Aiden Partenio
Michael & Deborah Pavek
Perryman Family Foundation
Lindy Peterson
Roy & Susan Peterson
The Phillips 7 Fund of the Cobb 
  Community Foundation
Jean Picard
Presbyterian Kirk of the Lakes (USA), 
  Women's Group
Monica Proothi
R-Factor of the North
Thomas Rackerby
David & Fran Reece
Don & Michelle Ressa
Carrie Rich
Gordon H. & Anne J. Richardson
Tom Richardson
Stephanie Riemer
Mark Rodak
June Rogers
Roscommon Auto Recyclers, Inc.
Roscommon Higgins Lake 
  Lions Club
Roscommon Rotary Club #2814
Rotary Club of Houghton Lake
Maureen Ruddy
George Sanfacon
Alan Schaeffer
John & Cheryl Schaeffer
Cheryl Schall
Shari & Brian Schrader
Scott & Jacquelynne Schropp
The Iles Schropp Group
Schroeder Foundation
Albert & Audrey Schultz
Brad & Tammy Schwalm
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Leave a Legacy 
That Lives Here-Forever

 
That Lives Here-Forever
Without legacy giving, the programs, scholarships, and community

support systems that strengthen Roscommon County today may not
exist for future generations tomorrow.

Through the Roscommon County Community Foundation, 
donors create permanent funds that turn generosity into lasting 

support for students, families, our environment, and community needs.

CONTACT US FOR FREE PERSONAL GUIDANCE 
ON LEAVING A LEGACY GIFT

CONTACT US FOR FREE PERSONAL GUIDANCE 
ON LEAVING A LEGACY GIFT

(989)275-3112 | info@myrccf.org



Roscommon County  
Community  Foundat ion

3975 W.  Federa l  Hwy STE 2 ,  
PO BOX 824,  

Roscommon,  MI  48653

myrccf

989.275.3112

info@myrccf.org

myrccf.org

Monday - Thursday 
8am - 4pm
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	A Legacy of Love
	The Power of Giving, The Strength of Community
	With Heartfelt Gratitude,

	Suzanne E. Luck
	Sara Morley LaCroix

	Tracy Bosworth
	Anita Sheppard
	Gary Gandolfi

	Ben Elliott
	Bryan Thompson
	Troy Romancky
	Amy Auerbach
	Hunter Mires

	Paula Whittington

	BOARD AND STAFF
	“It has been a pleasure to serve on the RCCF Board of Trustees. The support given to our community service organizations has given our communities sustainability during some difficult times during my tenure. The scholarships awarded to high school grads has given them opportunities to spread their wings and follow their dreams. They have all been so deserving and they will be the leaders of tomorrow. I am so honored to have been part of this amazing organization and to have served with so many caring and dedicated staff  and board members. ” -Anita Sheppard, RCCF Treasurer
	“RCCF has allowed me to turn my individual passions into organized, enduring community solutions. Giving is not just about making a donation, it is about making a difference in the lives of others in our community and ourselves.” -Amy Auerbach,  RCCF Trustee
	“It fills my heart and soul with joy each day to see organizations working tirelessly to strengthen our community—and the generous donors who make their work possible.”  -Cassandra Freeman RCCF Business Manager
	2025 GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS


	$891,790
	TOTAL GRANTED IN ROSCOMMON COUNTY
	$650,645
	99 Grants Awarded  to 36 Organizations  Read more - Pg 5

	$241,145
	199 Scholarships Awarded  to 46 Students   Read more - Pg 17
	$1,455,897.41 Donations Received in 2025 Full Tributes & Donor List - Pg 23
	It All Begins With You
	You Make a Gift
	THE JOURNEY OF


	Your Gift
	Your Gift  is Granted
	We Nurture Your Gift
	Your Gift.  Real Community Impact.
	Ways to Give
	Make a one-time or recurring donation to any of our 107 funds. *see page 14
	Give cash, stocks, bonds, real estate, or other assets.
	Create a named fund in honor of your family, a loved one, or a cause you care about by starting a Field of Interest Fund, Donor Advised Fund (DAF), Designated Fund, Scholarship Fund, or Unrestricted Fund.
	Leave a lasting legacy through planned giving opportunities and include RCCF in your will through a bequest.
	Establish a Charitable Gift Annuity for lifetime income and community impact.
	Create a Charitable Remainder Trust or Charitable Lead Trust
	Do you have a business? Join our Ambassador’s Club! *see page 21


	GRANTS AWARDED
	Greatest Human Needs Fund KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION $835 - Student Emergency Fund SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OUR LADY OF THE      LAKE CONFERENCE $835 - Serving Neighbors in Need

	Houghton Lake Education Fund HOUGHTON LAKE COMMUNITY EDUCATION $2,400 - Mackinaw Island Reward Trip HOUGHTON LAKE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS (HLCS) $4,245 - Pottery Kiln JR/SR High
	Howard B. "Corky” Gaylor Memorial Fund BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS - MID MICHIGAN $700 - Lunch Buddies Expansion KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION $730 - Student Emergency Fund
	MARILYN BROWN MEMORIAL FUND KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION $475 - Student Emergency Fund SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OUR LADY OF THE    LAKE CONFERENCE $400 - Serving Neighbors in Need
	Rogers Family Endowment for Houghton Lake FRIENDS OF TRESTLE PARK $735 - 2025 Free Summer Concert
	Roscommon Area District Library Building Fund ROSCOMMON AREA DISTRICT LIBRARY $5,947.70 - New Return Box for Building
	Roscommon County General Fund ARK ASSOCIATION TO RESCUE KRITTERS (ARK) $1,256 - New Enclosure Miss Peeps FRIENDS OF TRESTLE PARK $1,765 - 2025 Free Summer Concert KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION $929 - Student Emergency Fund LYON TOWNSHIP $1,720 - Park 27 Ice Rink MIDMICHIGAN COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES $4,500 - Food Program Generator NORTHERN MICHIGAN CHILDREN'S ASSESSMENT    CENTER (NMCAC) $2,000 - Empowering Staff through Training & Team Building ROSCOMMON CHRISTMAS IN THE VILLAGE $500 - Storage of Supplies ROSCOMMON COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT $3,700 - Rescue Task Force Initial Equipment SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OUR LADY OF THE    LAKE CONFERENCE $3,000 - Serving Neighbors in Need
	Roscommon County Health Improvement Fund CRAWFORD-ROSCOMMON CONSERVATION DISTRICT $2,000 - ADA COMMUNITY GARDEN BED GERRISH TOWNSHIP $2,450 - Improved Splinting for Traumatic Injuries OGEMAW HILLS FREE CLINIC $1,200 - Improving Diabetic Health Outcomes
	Roscommon County Health Services Fund MIDMICHIGAN COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES $12,249.26 - Purchase Ambulance Cot and Tono Pen
	Roscommon County Kellogg Youth Fund ACT NOW $1,500 - Kids Helping Kids Program ARTESIA YOUTH PARK $1,000 - Family Gathering Courtyard Project $1,000 - Heat Recovery Project C.O.O.R. INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT $1,200 - Guided Hands KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION $1,031 - Student Emergency Fund NORTHERN MICHIGAN CHILDREN'S ASSESSMENT    CENTER (NMCAC) $2,500 - Training for Staff OASIS OF HOPE HOUSE $1,500 - Project Safe Play
	St. Helen General Fund ARK ASSOCIATION TO RESCUE KRITTERS (ARK) $280 - New Enclosure Miss Peeps
	Zonta Club Women's & Children's Fund BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS - MID MICHIGAN $570 - Lunch Buddies Expansion
	ANNUAL DISBURSEMENTS
	Marguerite Gahagan Nature Preserve    General Fund MARGUERITE GAHAGAN NATURE PRESERVE, INC. $1,519 - 2025 Annual Disbursement
	Viola J. Moore Animal Fund ARK ASSOCIATION TO RESCUE KRITTERS (ARK) $130 - 2025 Annual Disbursement  MISSAUKEE HUMANE SOCIETY $130 - 2025 Annual Disbursement  ROSCOMMON COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER $130 - 2025 Annual Disbursement
	Lynda’s Food Pantry Fund MIDMICHIGAN COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES $2,197 - 2025 Annual Disbursement
	GROWING TOGETHER

	Our Vision
	To enrich and improve the  quality of life in our community
	To encourage positive change for generations to come For Good. For Ever. For Everyone.
	Our Mission
	Audit Information
	Investment Manager Information
	Statement of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion


	Give365
	$1 A DAY TO GIVE BACK TO THE PLACE WE CALL HOME
	Right now, families in Roscommon County are facing the highest rates of children in poverty and food insecurity among 7 other surrounding counties*
	“I want to help!”
	2025 Give365 Members
	Steve & Amy Auerbach Sara Morley LaCroix Aiden Partenio Ashley Boals
	Anita Sheppard  Gary Gandolfi Benjamin Elliott Tracy & Mark Bosworth


	Honoring Diane Nielsen

	Youth Advisory Council (YAC)
	Where Young Leaders Shape the Future of Roscommon County
	YOUTH
	ADVISORY
	EST.

	COUNCIL
	The Youth Advisory Council (YAC) is made up of student leaders representing schools across Roscommon County, including Charlton Heston Academy, Roscommon High School, Houghton Lake Jr/Sr High School, and local homeschool students. Together, these young leaders bring diverse perspectives and ideas that help shape projects and programs benefiting youth throughout our community.
	YAC provides students with opportunities to build leadership skills, give back locally, and make a meaningful impact in Roscommon County. Interested in getting involved?
	Visit: www.myrccf.org/youth-advisory-council/
	2025 YAC Advisors & Members YAC Coordinator: Ellie Luck  Charlton Heston Academy YAC Advisors: Dawn Patterson and Monica Huntley YAC Members (in top photo): Back Row - Jackson Hand, Easton Huntley, Hunter Randell, Auggy Dilley,  Jack Erickson, Simran Kaur, Eliza Evans, Layla Littlebird, and Ash Kemeza. Front Row - Emma Brewer,  Annabelle Lloyd, Michaela Heit, Eli Welker, and Makayla McNealy. Not pictured: Tanner Green, Jia Rees,  Alycen Bruce, Braelynn Barnes, Brea Green, and Madisyn Rose.


	Give Today.  Impact Roscommon County Forever.

	Choose the Impact You Want to Make
	Establish a Fund

	FIND A FUND
	ANIMAL SUPPORT FUNDS
	EDUCATIONAL FUNDS
	ENVIRONMENTAL FUNDS
	GENERAL/UNRESTRICTED  FUNDS
	HEALTH FUNDS
	SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
	SPECIAL PROJECT FUNDS
	ORGANIZATIONAL FUNDS
	YOUTH FUNDS
	Learn More  about the funds
	Donate Online


	SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS DINNER
	“This isn’t just a dinner,” Suzanne Luck shared,  “it’s a celebration of hope, of hard work, and of the incredible things that happen when a community  comes together to invest in its future.”

	“To our donors—you are changing lives.  Your generosity is more than financial aid; it is a message of confidence, encouragement, and hope. Because of you, students dare to dream bigger, reach farther, and build futures filled with possibility. On behalf of all of us, thank you for your kindness and commitment to shaping brighter tomorrows.
	To our scholarship recipients—tonight, we celebrate you.  Your dedication, perseverance, and hard work have brought you to this moment, and it is only the beginning of an incredible journey. You are the future leaders, innovators, and visionaries who will shape the world ahead. May this scholarship serve as both a steppingstone and a reminder that your community believes in you, stands behind you, and cheers for your success.
	This evening is a testament to ambition, to generosity, and to the extraordinary impact we create when we come together to uplift one another. Let’s celebrate, let’s honor, and let’s embrace the bright future that shines before us tonight.” -Suzanne Luck, Executive Director
	SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED
	Houghton Lake Class of 1983 Memorial Scholarship  Madelyn Sabandith
	Houghton Lake Rotary Club Memorial Scholarship Madelyn Sabandith and Sidney Horski
	Houghton Lake Sports Booster Scholarship Melanie Muringer
	Jack Danieleski Scholarship Hailey Gasper
	Karen & Frank Arleth Memorial Scholarship Branden Morley
	Kelly Dunmire Memorial Scholarship Elise Cherven
	Kyle Akin Scholarship Branden Morley
	Lawrence C. Dashner Scholarship  Abby Brace, Gabriel Oster, William Oster, Elise Cherven, Shelby Jarski,  Katelyn Spindler, Abbie Partenio, Ashley Chmielewski, Landon Mann,  Mason Green, and Jazmyne Rees
	Layton International Scholarship Sidney Horski and Tyler Watson
	Lion’s Club Scholarship Gabriel Oster,  Shelby Jarski, and Katelyn Spindler
	Michael R. Treml Memorial Athletic Scholarship Jack Patchin
	Mike M. & Patricia M. Ignat Memorial Scholarship Emily Jordan
	Mr. J's Buckeye Nuts College Scholarship Benjamin Mayes
	Patriot Scholarship Abby Brace
	Ralph. Thela, and Kurt Ostling Memorial Scholarship Owen Barnes, Joshua Mayes, and Jenna Emery
	Robert J. Kunik Memorial Scholarship Sidney Horski
	Rex & Arlene Gillen Scholarship  Holley Hendershott, Tyler Bailey, Braedon Oster,  Madison Rankin, MaKena Raden, Maddison Lattas,  Cole Schilz, Jasmine Rieger, Aiden Partenio,  Sidney Horski, Dedia Palmer, Hailey Gasper,  Tyler Watson, Terence Carter Jr., Taylor Plutt,  and Emily Jordan
	Roscommon Rotary Club General Fund Sawyer Griffis, Jack Patchin, Joshua Mayes, Landon Mann,  and Owen Barnes
	Roscommon Soccer Teams Scholarship Elise Cherven and Ben Denlinger
	Steuernol & McLaren Funeral Homes Scholarship
	Thomas Niekamp Scholarship
	W.H. & Betty J. Scott
	Memorial Scholarship
	William C. Williams
	(Class of 1950) Scholarship
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	Join us as our Board Members, Donors, and Community Members  gather at 6pm on September 16th, 2026  at the Pines Theatre in Houghton Lake
	All are welcome! This is for the entire community at large to celebrate and inspire others!


	Watch the trailer >
	TRIBUTES
	For GOOD.  For EVER.  For EVERYONE.
	DONORS
	Without legacy giving, the programs, scholarships, and community support systems that strengthen Roscommon County today may not exist for future generations tomorrow.
	Through the Roscommon County Community Foundation,  donors create permanent funds that turn generosity into lasting  support for students, families, our environment, and community needs.
	CONTACT US FOR FREE PERSONAL GUIDANCE  ON LEAVING A LEGACY GIFT
	(989)275-3112 | info@myrccf.org
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